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I-4 INT. STAN'S OFFICE - THAT AFTERNOON

STAN is on the phone in his overstuffed office. Michael
bursts in waving the sides he read with Sandy.

MICHAEL
There’s a new Romeo and Juliet
musical. Why wasn’t I sent in for
that? Aren’'t you supposed to be my
agent, Stan?

STAN
(Into phone) Nancy, I’ll call you
back. An actor just walked in so it
must be important. (To Michael)
Michael, I was on the phone with
the coast.

MICHAEL
New York is a coast too, Stan.

STAN
New York is a congested island
lodged between two cesspools, and
I'm the lifeguard making sure
actors don’t drown in their own
narcissism. Now what do you want?

MICHAEL
A job! What about that new play I
read for? ‘Anywhere But Nowhere’.
You said you’d push.

STAN
I pushed. They wanted a name.

MICHAEL
I'm a name. Michael Dorsey is a
name.
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STAN
To the IRS and your mother Michael
Dorsey’'s a name. Besides, it's
already been cast.

MICHAEL
Who got it?

STAN
John Edgars.

MICHAEL
Seriously? I can act circles around
that guy! We did a play in the
round. I actually acted circles
around him! I'm a great actor,
Stan.

STAN
You're also a temperamental actor.
You couldn’t shoot a simple
commercial without fighting with
the director over your character’s
‘truth!’ You were playing a tomato.

MICHAEL
He wanted me to sit. A tomato can’'t
sit. It wasn’t logicall!

STAN
A tomato doesn’t have logic!! A
tomato can’'t movel!

MICHAEL
That’s what I said! So if it can’t
move, how is it going to sit?! I
was a sexy, stand-up, beefsteak
tomato. Nobody does vegetables like
me! I bust my ass to get a part
right.
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STAN
Yet you have this destructive
impulse to change everything!

MICHAEL

I just try to make things better!
STAN

Why?!
MICHAEL

Because better is better!

STAN
Michael, you fight with everyone.
You get fired from everything.
People hate you.

MICHAEL
No one hates me.

STAN
No one likes you. You're arrogant
and difficult. A director told me
he’d rather watch a 3-D movie of
his own conception than ever work
with you again.

MICHAEL
What I am is committed. Acting is a
battlefield, and I fight naked and
exposed!

STAN
Well the war’s over, get dressed
and go home! You lost.

MICHAEL
Are you calling me a loser, Stan?

STAN
Oh no. I am not getting sucked into
this conversation.

MICHAEL
Maybe you just aren’t a good enough
agent to get me into those rooms.
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STAN
And maybe you need to reexamine
your life. You have one of the
worst reputations in this town. No
one will hire you!

MICHAEL
You're wrong Stan! And I’'ll prove
you’'re wrong!

STAN
All you'll prove is that you’'re
unmanageable and unemployable. Just
another 40 year old actor without a
job, or an agent.
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