4/10/19 6:00 PM

Ron, holding a script, walks onstage.

RON
Stop, stop! Let’s all stop the
rehearsal again because Mitchell
has another compelling question.

MICHAEL
It’s Michael. Dorsey. And would my
character say the city was all
heart? He’'s a traumatized war vet,
evicted from his rent-controlled
apartment during the sewage baked
heat of summer. All heart? I don't
think so!

RON
Where, in the history of the
printed libretto, does it say any
of that?

MICHAEL
It’s the back story I gave him.
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4/3/19 6:00 PM 3

RON
Back story? He doesn’t even have a
name. He’s ‘guy who walks by’!

MICHAEL
My character deserves his truth!
I'm just saying what every actor on
this stage is thinking!

The other actors take one LARGE simultaneous step back.

RON
Lovee, this is a Ron Carlisle show.
My vision, me, creating a living
aggregate from the imagination of
nothing! You want out? You're out.

MICHAEL
Of the whole song?

RON
Of the whole show. Of any show I
ever do in the pantheon of ever!
Then even after that, after that!

MICHAEL
This opening number is benign and
dishonest, directed by an inept,
derivative hack. And this musical
sucks!
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