
II-7 INT. MICHAEL’S DRESSING ROOM - OPENING NIGHT

The dressing room is filled with flowers. Michael, in a 
bathrobe, is talking to Rita.

RITA
It’s an exciting night. 

DOROTHY
Yes it is. 

RITA
This show will be a success, and 
it’s mostly due to you. 

DOROTHY
Thank you for taking a chance on an 
unknown.

RITA
Dorothy, I’m rich. Not in family or 
friends. In money, the good rich. I 
got that way by betting on myself. 
You may not believe this, but 
growing up, I was a wallflower. In 
school I was voted ‘who is that?’ 
Then I realized my potential, and 
now I grab success when I see it. 
So...

Rita hands her some papers with a bow on them.

RITA (CONT’D)
Opening night gift. I’m extending 
your contract another year. 

DOROTHY
Another year? 

RITA
Add that to the one we’ve got you 
for, and Dorothy Michaels will be 
playing The Nurse for a long time.

DOROTHY
Yes. That is a long, long time.

Michael looks at the contracts. It hits him. 
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RITA
What? Oh. I get it. What do you 
want? More money?

DOROTHY
No, it’s not that. 

RITA
‘It’s not that?’ Well played. 
You’ve done this before, I see. 
Fine. Double your salary, minus 
half.

DOROTHY
It’s just, two years is a long 
time.

RITA
Dorothy, I’ve gotten botox, so 
people tend to misunderstand what 
I’m saying. Let me be clear. 
Creative approval and keep your 
costumes. Final offer!

DOROTHY
You drive a hard bargain.

RITA
Jesus, you don’t flinch! Six weeks 
vacation and paid maternity leave, 
which, let’s be honest, I’m not 
worried about that. Take it or 
leave it!

DOROTHY
I don’t know what Max is being 
paid, but assure Julie the same, 
and you have a Deal.

RITA
Deal. 

DOROTHY
Rita. For however long I’m here, I 
love this show and you are the best 
at what you do.

RITA
Thank you. Sometimes I wish my 
first husband could look down from 
heaven and see me now. But no, the 
bastard is still alive.

She leaves. Michael looks even more distressed. There’s a 
knock on the door. It’s Max.
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