
DOROTHY
Max. Now is not the-- 

MAX
-- Dorothy, I think I know what 
you’re going to say. (Beat) Nope. 
Not a clue. So let me say what I 
think I’m going to say.  Growing 
up, I never felt like I fit in, 
other than with the popular kids.  
And I had my share of humiliations. 
Like the time someone told me my 
grammar was horrible, and I said, 
“my gramma is 97 and I love her.”
I always felt different. Then I met 
you. You helped me discover 
something I never knew I had. 
Talent. You believed in me. You 
showed me what it feels like to be 
a member of a company, and tonight, 
this member gets thrust into your 
opening. And I couldn’t want 
anything, or anyone, more. 

He kisses her hand. 

DOROTHY
Max... you don’t need my help. 
Trust yourself.

MAX
That’s what gramma used to say. 

He smiles and exits.

ANNOUNCER
Fifteen minutes. The call is 
fifteen minutes. 

Max exits. Michael paces, when suddenly, Julie enters. 

JULIE
Oh, I’m sorry. I thought you’d be 
on stage warming up. I wanted to 
leave you this note, for opening...

DOROTHY
Julie, wait. 
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