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I-6 INT. - LIGHTS BACK UP ON THE RESTAURANT - EVENING

Dorothy enters and sits in Jeff'’s section. Jeff approaches.

JEFF
Good evening, and welcome to On The
Bone, Times Square’s most
unfortunately named steakhouse.

DOROTHY
Forgive me for staring, but you are
a handsome and strikingly fit man.
You must be extremely disciplined
to stay this stalwart.

JEFF
I believe the secret to achieving
any goal is to do what you can,
then tell people that was the goal.

DOROTHY
Let me guess. You’'re a... model,
no... writer!

JEFF

You are both perceptive and
charming. But tonight, I'm a waiter,
here to deliver you a mid-level
culinary experience.

DOROTHY
Well then, I’'d like the filet.
Medium. And an Iced Tea. With a
paper straw. And some mint. And a
Dubonnet. With a twist. And if
that’s too much to remember, I could
write a list and twenty years from
now you could take it out to see how
much of it you’ve accomplished.

Jeff tries to rectify what he heard with what he is seeing.

DOROTHY (CONT'’D)
Dorothy Michaels.

JEFF
(Beat) So... do you wanna talk
about it?
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MICHAEL
I got a job. In the musical Sandy
auditioned for.

JEFF
Wait. You auditioned for a part in
a Broadway musical, dressed as a -
female quaker, and got it?

MICHAEL
I didn’'t just get it. I nailed it!
(As Dorothy) ‘No one even
questioned me’. I start rehearsal
tomorrow!

JEFF
You can’t be serious? At a time
when women are literally clutching
their power back from between the
legs of men, you have the audacity
to take a job away from one by
perpetrating one?

MICHAEL
You’re not focusing on the positive
here, Jeff. I got the part! I won!

JEFF
No. You didn’t. You're pretending
to be a woman to get a job! And you
know you’ll have to take a pay cut.

MICHAEL
No one would hire me as a man.

JEFF
Michael, we’ve been friends a long
time. You’ve seen me so drunk, I
sat on the toilet and tried to
fasten my seatbelt. So I'm going to
be as honest as you’re not being.
What you’re doing is an insult to
all women, old women, young women,
gay, straight, trans women, all
women. Which you’re not. Not to
mention... what are you going to
tell Sandy?

MICHAEL
Because I got the part she wanted?

JEFF
This was her part?! She lost her

part to vyoul!?

MICHAEL
You think she’ll get emotional?
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JEFF
Emotional? Sandy? The girl who once

choked on her food just so someone
would hold her?

MICHAEL
Fine. Then we won’t tell her.

JEFF
Okay, fine, and even if you do
master this ‘Faye Dunaway as a gym
coach, glittering, clearance sale,
Jack Sparrow’ character you’ve
created, how can you possibly
sustain it? If you think you’ll get
away with this, your head is so far
up your ass you're going to smudge
your eye liner.

MICHAEL
First of all, I don’t think you
should be telling me what I can do
with my body. And second, I am
getting away with this. Oh, and I
need to borrow money for clothes.

JEFF
(Re: his dress) What’s wrong with
that?

MICHAEL

I can’'t wear the same outfit twice!
Be honest, does this make me look
heavy?

JEFF
No. You look-- difficult to abduct.

MICHAEL
Give me your money.

JEFF
What about her past? Everyone has a
digital footprint!

MICHAEL
That’s why you’re going to write a
viral history for her, give her a
digital back story that is
inspiring, yet humbling. We know
enough plays, we’ll pull from them.



JEFF
Michael, if God is a woman, you are
going to hell.

MICHAEL
Jeff, I've waited my entire career
for a part this good. Trust me,
Dorothy Michaels is going to change
my life forever!
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